ICRPS 2013: Italy

Agri-food systems and rural development: tradition, innovation and green governance.

Preliminary Concept and Programme

January 2013 — Version 1

Draft Concept

Host: University of Bologna
Proposed period 16 — 30 June 2013

Main venue: Centro Universitario dBertinoro http://www.ceub.it/index_en.cfm

The Centre is composed of three large historicdlmonumental buildings few metres far from one haotThey form a unique ner
block on the top of the built-up area of the anciwwn, in a quiet and hospitable place, surrounblg@ very pleasant and Magaire
peaceful atmosphere. The Centre was conceived @amtléd in 1994 by Ser.In.Ar. Ltd (the company whplomoted and
supported the decentralization of the UniversityBoilogna to Forli and Cesena towns) in order tot mesidential training

courses, seminars, workshops and conferences dasvelltural and research initiatives. A partngrsdet up on purpose by
Bologna and the Campus of the region Romagna, lo
Institutions and Bertinoro Town Council runs the okh

Centre.
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Themes:

1. General Themes
The generalhemeswhich characterize the Summer Institutes include:
a. Making policies for sustainability

The summer institute focuses specifically on thacepts of sustainability and “sustainable rural oamities,” and the key institutional and governaigsies involved in policy making,
implementation, and delivery based on differeniamal and international contexts. Concepts andtiriginal issues are dealt with at the beginningh®f summer institute, while recurring in
several case studies and lecture during the faligwivo weeks.

b. Sustainable rural communities - contemporary paty challenges

In this framework the “issues” that contemporaryiqenakers face are grouped together. The sub-theane the following ones: demographic change; ggward inequality; climate change;
developing rural economies; assets and developragritfood systems; food networks; food securitgt Bralth; food losses and waste; renewable enesmgr and waste management; sustainable
tourism; public services; population and migrationlture, language and identity. Running through phogramme, these sub-themes provide rich maferiahternational comparative analysis,
and are also clearly key challenges that need todido build sustainable rural communities.

c. Research and analysis methods

The Summer Institute provides knowledge about, @madtice in, conducting comparative research aradyaimg data for policymaking. Thus we include &mss on comparative policy analysis,
research design, evaluation, the uses (and abobegjalitative and quantitative data, and systenesletling. The in-class sessions will be supplenebig field experiences, group projects,
individual projects, and a comparative policy eiscThe Group project will continue throughout Bwmmer Institute and be completed by the end, aftien it will be presented to a mixed
audience of faculty, students, and local and offodicy makers. Individual assignments will be diseed between students and their own faculty reptatbees, will start during the Summer
Institute, and may continue after it. Assessmetfithvé provided by their relevant Faculty memberc@d year students will play an important roléhe group project, and in all comparative
policy exercises. This will provide practical exigeice in field visits and interviews, note-takingdareporting, as well as group work, rapid rurgbragsal, and presentation. Further, through the
“knowledge exchange” format we aim to give studemtdifferent experience from the standard interingwand also stimulate them to reflect on theipexiences through an international
comparative policy lens. Finally, the field expedes will provide an opportunity to explore poli@levant issues related to land and other as$etfihbods, and culture, language and identity
enabling students to address the broader dimensfdnsman and environmental ‘sustainability’ inarcular context.

2. ltalian Themes
Specific Italian topics proposed for 2013 editidrihee Summer Institute include:
a. ltalian agri-food, rural, and regional policy

Italy is one of the least “rural” countries withiine OECD. According to the OECD classification o8Kf6 of the national territory is predominantlyalThese regions host 10% of the national
population and produce 8% of the national GDPar@é part of the territory is classified as intetliate rural, which hosts 37% of the national popiofa and produces 34% of the national GDP.
Nonetheless, many of the international productstifiable by the “Made in Italy” brand are produdedural areas in the North and in the centrat pathe Country. The competitiveness of Italy’s
rural areas depends on the continued strong estreprship, good accessibility, and great cultundl matural amenities characterizing rural Italyt tsur a successful tourism industry. Although
the contribution offered by the production stagehef agri-food chain to employment and GDP is nalingted, food and agri-food systems still playiamportant role due to their integration with



territorial resources, cultural values, landscape @atural amenities, tourism. However, despitegbod average performance, a number of structierats are undermining the sustainability of
rural Italy. For example, rural areas have persisiemographic challenges: the concentration adrbigpopulation is very high and the immigrationfafeign workers is only a recent trend.

Potential field visits: LAG Altra Romagnattp://www.altraromagna.net/home/en/gal/la-stod-gal.htm|] LAG Delta 2000 http://www.deltaduemila.netand Delta Po River Natural Park
http://www.parchideltapo.it/taglio.del.po/E12.html

b. Agri-food systems and food networks

In recent years the link between quality and ldgdias become evident to both academics and e¥giaksholders working in the agri-food sector. ¢ same time also the complexity of agri-
food systems is emerged as a relevant aspectrediged to the number of stakeholders involvedtly#dranks to this growing number of actors, aftemto food sustainability in its most diverse
and deeply interrelated forms is increasing. A rcleeample of this so-calledidod democracy” is the growing number of interlocutors particiipat into the debate on food sovereignty and
decentralisation of supply chains (short chains) @fnthose involved iislow food presidia andconvivia, an alternative food networks, important for raisavgareness about food in terms of health
and hygiene standards (Brun@i 2007). A growing number of actors are involvedood and food politics (academics, civil socjdtgalth workers, local administrators, food bus#ss). They
interact in a complex and dynamic system, in whildgs and the web have opened up new spaces tiipation in and the creation of networks and guwvhich interact with traditional forms
of communication.

Proposed workshops: Slow Food Fundation.

Proposed field visits: Azienda Agricola Faggiokf(rin rural tourism section); Cooperativa Alce dbieAgriturismo Dulcamara; Local weekly market (te tlentified); Local fair dedicated to a
product (to be identified); Producers of Fossa shewine, oil: Museum of the traditional balsamiicegarhttp://www.museodelbalsamicotradizionale.org/itdér.htm Acetaia Caselli - Balsamic
Vinegar producehttp://www.acetaiacaselli.it/eng.htnffood Museum of Parmigiano Reggiano.

c. Food losses and waste

The focus on waste will be based on the campaigped against waste”. It is a multi-year projechiaig to raise Italian and European public awarenesthe causes and consequences of waste,
on how to reduce it and how to promote a sounchsfieeculture and civic principles oriented towardustainability and solidarity. Each year the alléheme of the waste has been focused on a
specific topic: food (2010), water (2011) and epd@P12). This three-year program that will culntsa 2014, with the 'European Year against Wadtke overall objective of the campaign is to
contribute to the spread of a new culture and atebetise of the resources. A better design of goaedd services would contribute to reduce the problefnwaste
(http://www.unannocontrolospreco.org/gn/

Special session diffood-Energy” Nexus: a special session will be organized in orderrgsent the results of the campaign and the “TheiGBook of Food Waste in Italy: the case of Eneiy”
Libro verde sullo spreco di energia in ltalia, eBsgre A. and Vittuari M., Edizione Ambiente), wiiwill be published in early 2013. This sessionl Wilis focus on the increased interrelation
between the energy and the agro-food systems, tlierperspective of both energy consumption andwvahke energy production (see also topic d.).

Links with the FP7 Project FUSIONS: Food Use foci8blnnovation by Optimising waste prevention &tgies .

Potential workshops: The Blue Book of Food Wastkadly: the case of Water (eds. Segre A. and Fafdadc, Edizione Ambiente).

Other related events: documentary “Taste the Waste”

Proposed field visits: meeting with local auth@stiwho joined the campaign through active initigiyi.e. Association of the Virtuous Municipaliti¢sterature Festival — Mantova city); dinner in
a “zero waste” restaurant.

d. Renewable energy (in farm and off farm)

In recent years, this sector has been charactebizedfast-paced development growth in Italy, @alse to the former feed-in tariff policy. Neverthedehis growth has also caused some drawbacks,
especially in rural areas. Some examples are fhesidin of solar fields on agricultural soil (nowarbidden) or the diffusion of biomass/biogas systérased on food crops, which caused a number



of local protests. Indeed, the integration of realgle energy sources (RES) in the Italian rural eogncould provide many benefits, such as employraedtincome generation, especially in the
case of agriculture. Nevertheless, given the sigep#levance of traditional landscape, local foadductions, as well as tourism, many trade-offsldarise between different sectors and
stakeholders, but also among different levels eegoment.

Links to OECD: The whole topic is subject to a rédeans-national comparative study: Linking Reneled&nergy to Rural Development. Green Growth $sIdDECD, Paris, 2012.

Proposed workshops: a) the relationship betweerggr@ad rural development policy; b) benefits aradie-offs of the integration of RES in agricultgoa farm) and in rural areas (off farm); c) the
social acceptance of RES (democracy issues; mayiback yard - n.i.m.b.y.; local vs. global)

Links with the FIRB (Future in Research) Projectltilisciplinary and innovative methodologies faisginable management in agricultural systems.

Proposed field visits: Mengoli farm (milk and biegaroducer); Bondeno (different biogas plants);&ad’Argenta (biomass combustion plant); CISA Ceifttarious innovative projects:
http://www.centrocisa.ij/

e. Rural tourism

Rural Tourism as an instrument to promote localssecconomic development in rural areas presematgral resources. The sector is strictly conmettieother regional and local policies aimed

at the valorisation of an area and involve a langmber of actors (academics, regional and localirsgtrators, farmers, local associations). Furth@arural tourism includes several branches,
with their own specificities: nature based-tourigmo-gastronomic tourism, cultural tourism, welkaad active tourism. Improved understanding ataad methodologies to assess rural tourism
destination’s potential for sustainable developmerat challenging and strategic issue. In Italydabeo-tourism is one of the most important struetand key-actor/structure in the frame of rural

tourism and the first Italian law on agro-tourisim 730/1985) is considered a pioneer for the Euaopsgenda 2000.

Proposed field visits: Azienda Agricola Faggiotip://www.fattoriefaggioli.it/ Agritourism Le Pradin@ttp://www.lepradine.it/

Related festivals: Medieval Festival of Brisighditép://www.festemedioevali.org2012 edition).
f. Cooperatives

Italy has long tradition in cooperatives (i.e. wen¥ cooperatives inspired by socialist or Christieaditions) in particular in some regions frormtrel-northern Italy. Cooperatives have the
obligation of no profit activities, but operate as entrepreneurial organisation, producing impantasults in terms of economy and employment orntehstories in which they are active. Social
cooperation represents one of the most structugohant of the “third sector, even if it is a ralathew phenomenon, created with a national lawdBiL1(L. 381/91).

Proposed field visits: Legacoop Bologhtip://www.legacoop.bologna.it/lbsen/IndexILAI Cooperative of Agricultural Workers from Ir& http://www.clai.it/ Cooperative Dulcamara (ref. in
social farming) ; Alce Nerbittp://alcenero.it/

g. Social farming

Social farming represents a peculiar case of primmaocial innovation in rural areas and in pebair contexts and multifunctionality in the sociald. The involvement and commitment of both
the rural community and public institutions is ampbrtant aspect, considering that social farmirgjuites “those farming practices aimed at promotiisgdvantaged people’s rehabilitation and
care and/or towards the integration of people vidtiw contractual capacity’ (i.e. psychophysicalabdities, convicts, drug addicts, minors, migrai@sFar Project)”. In Italy the regulation allows
social cooperatives to work for the rehabilitati@tucation and labour integration) of disadvantggasons. Social cooperatives for labour integnatiien come out from pre-existing care
services social cooperatives. The instrument bfipuworks to social cooperatives for labour intgn have also allowed to manage relevant enmieotal interventions with limited costs, thus
producing significant saving of public expense.

Proposed field visits: Cooperativa Il Fortétibp://www.forteto.it! Colombini’'s Farmhttp://www.biocolombini.itf Cooperativa Dulcamatattp://www.coopdulcamara.it/




h. Diversity & Migrations

Italy has recently been characterized by a magorsition from being a country of emigration toauetry of immigration. This phenomenon has beetiqaarly relevant in rural areas, which

were pools of Italian workers for other EU courdrientil 40 years ago. In terms of employment, thied@tion of migrants is characterized by subaltgrmion-EU workers are often involved in

underpaid or heavy activities. Thus there has leeincreasing use of non-EU labour force in intemsigriculture, mainly for seasonal job relateth® collection of crops (i.e. fruit and vegetable
pickers) or for specific tasks which are culturatynnected to the country of origin (i.e. Sikh reil&). Nevertheless, the importance of migrationuiial areas is not limited to food production.
Indeed, the ageing of rural population also createttong need for personal care services, whialrédevant sector for the occupation of women aritg.

Proposed field visits: Parmigiano Reggiano dairnmn&a& Sikh milkers; trade union providing servieesd (bureaucratic and administrative) assistanceigoants.

3. Key Global Questions for the Summer Institute

We also propose to use a series of key global mussbr issues as the basis for broader studeistsission and specific inputs from second yeaiqipaints. Second year students will have some
special sessions: each of the second-year studdhtsave to prepare a presentation and a papermuttine has to be drafted before the summer schodldiscussed with the faculties in the
sessions during the first week. The presentatiahfaral paper draft will then be prepared during summer Institute and presented at the end tBaallities and students. Global questions
include:

* Do we need ‘Rural Policy’? What kind of rural pgfttWhat should its overarching goals and objectb&® How do views differ on this question (betwa#arests and countries), and
why? How are different rural policies implementettiaelivered, and how their implementation couldfdmtered? Which kind of agri-food policies do weed? Which relationship
between agri-food and rural policies? How doesrglistionship differ between different countriesdavhy? How are agri-food policies implemented dativered?

« Whatis the role of innovation and how can it hmstated in rural regions? What should the goalmpbvation be and how should we measure its caresemps? What is the rationale for
public engagement in innovation processes andreg&t&Vhat are the connections among innovationngyeeernance and local resources (territorial ed)git

* Is it more ‘sustainable’ for everyone to move tiesi and peri-urban areas during the 21st Centfise, what kind of policy framework should supptiris? If not, how can this tendency
be changed in different contexts? What kind ofg@esi would help to reverse the present tendencies?

« Isrenewable energy a good option for rural poliéyfrat conditions would make it such a good optioa better option, and what conditions would preévebeing a good option?

»  What are the social and political consequences@d price inflation and future assessments of dlebpply and demand? What about land grabbing? &Viseit happening and why?
What role is being played by national governmelmt®rnational Institutions and Global CorporatioigRat are its local and global impacts in differeantexts?

« What impact has the financial and economic crisisuval areas and people, and on rural policiedjffarent contexts? What are the possible altéraatevelopment possibilities for the
post-crisis world?

» Tools and polices for food waste reduction. Whahésrole of food waste in food systems and wisaitipact on food security. What are the major dsd food waste in developing and
developed nations?

* Should international migration work, in rural famgi fisheries or food processing industries in KGolntries, be encouraged. Why, or why not? Witlatwdonsequences in sending and
recipient countries and regions? If ‘maybe’ thedemwhat conditions should it be encouraged?

e Can lessons from one (country/regional) contextémsferred to another? What are the implicationsriternational cooperation?
« How do international agreements, such as ‘KyotofQanWTO, etc.’, as well as international developtremoperation affect rural policies and commusiie

Second year students will be asked to select ona@de topics before the summer Institute, anisadiieir own Faculty as well as Matteo. Organireay ask students to select another
topic if duplication occurs.



Draft Programme

Tentative TIME PLAN for lectures in the class room

. Morning: 9-13.00 (9-11.00; 11.00-11.15 break; 1118500)
. Lunch break: 13-15.30
. Afternoon: 15.30-18.30 (15.30- 17.00; 17.00 -1hieak; 17.15-18.30)

Notes
1. Field visits

Indicated field visits are in a tentative versitimerefore they could change depending further i@visf the programme, further ideas and sponsorspjprtunities. A visit to the Alma Mater
Studiorum in Bologna will be also organized.

2. Session with David Solomons (cultural mediation):

A proposal for the 2013 Summer Institute is thelusion of two “lessons/workshops” on diversity mgement/cultural mediation chaired by prof. DavidldBwons (for his profile:
http://crossculturalcommunication.co/who-we-pr&hese workshops aim at encouraging cross-clitoramunication and mediation between studentsjtacawlld be an interesting tool to be used
during the first days of the Summer Institute, idey to facilitate the integration between diffearbackgrounds. The workshops by prof. Solomonsyrtplhave groups of almost 20 students. The
idea is to divide students in 2 groups (group A Bhavhich will take the lecture with him separatelyne work group should take around 6 hours peugrin the programme two parallel sessions
are thus devoted to this possible feature, in dayB4.

3. Workgroup:

The different editions of the Summer Institute H@en characterized, depending on the adaptatiotiheolocal context, by a stronger or weaker emphasisa number of tools and
learning/organization methods. As far as workgroangsregarded, the 2013 Edition could include:

- The introduction of preliminary sessions carried lmefore field visits in order to guarantee thegiluifity to prepare research questions;
- Transversal features that could be addressed liyeagiroups, such as “innovation” and “trade-offthwther themes”;

- The division of students according to themes bst &b the scientific profile of participants, inrder to have more comparative analysis, an intaplisary and multicultural perspective,
besides the combination of senior and junior sttgjen

- One of the aim of the workgroups could be the pagjan of a collaborative research project withgoral research questions, a preliminary collectbdata, some comparative analysis,
an innovative ad appropriate methodology, poss#émsearch results: field visits could thus be usat o identify the research problems and to colee first data.



4, Key dates and activities

Sunday June 16, 2013: Arrival in Bertinoro and ascmdation at the University Residential Centre eftBioro (CEUB)

Monday June 17 to Friday June 21: class and fisitsv

Saturday June 22: fq/ear conference or class and field visits
Sunday June 23: 0/ear conference or free day
Monday June 24 to Thursday June 27: class and\isii$

Friday June 28: workgroup presentations and faledimher
Saturday June 29: presentation of the next ICRR®®e@nd field social experience
Sunday June 30, 2013: departure




